Nixon’s Latest Counterattack 




By john herbers Willingness to Take dent> delivered a speech at the 
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Washington, April 8 — Risks Indicated in few days ago in which he advo- 
Last Wednesday evening, after cated that conservatives boy- 

the White House put out Last 2 vV eekS cott the products of advertisers 
a statement saying the Presi- 7 who sponsor what Mr. Buchan 

dent would pay his back taxes, tions and defense strategy ses- an ca ii e d distorted news pre- 
the stooped, familiar figure of sums ^at^ne presidency P m- sentations - 
Richard M. Nixon was seen , 7 y “Better 5,000 letters to the 
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lions of others trudging home and his assistants. trash can of a. news editor,” 

after a long day s work. _ Day after day they are pur- Mr. Buchanan said. ^ 

Unaware that he was being su j n g routinely, but doggedly . Thee indications of despepa- 
watched, Mr. Nixon . did not ^ curren t strategy — full- 1 f? White House m- 
wear the campaign smile he has sca ] e campaigning by the Pres- the extraordinary ways 

routinely displayed on televi- yent. refusing to give up tapes in which the . Administration is 
sion,in his speeches ar°und the anc ^ documents until absolutely seeking to win and hold popu- 
country and on the streets of nece ssary and a zig-zag legal lar su PP°rt. At least a dozen 
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Yet his unhurried pace and _ rm.nterattack ! n su PP° rt . of the President 

the firm set of his jaw con- rarest counierauacK have been mvitedj one by one, 

veyed the aura of normality This is at least the ninth for private audiences with Mr. 
that his Administration is seek- district effort at counterattack Nixon. - 

ing so hard to portray these during the last year. It . re- The President, who, -likes 
days. The - deeper Mr. Nixon’s placed the eighth, popularly privacy, now spends, hours in 
personal crisis has become, the called “Operation Candor,” in mundane meetings , : with ob- 
more the President and his as- the early winter, and there is scure persons. One day last 
sistants have sought to show no sign of its being abandoned week a sample of the White 
that the Government has been soon. House announcements was as 

functioning routinely and sue- Yet some aspects for the follows: : 

cessfully. Nixon White House seems con- “The President will: greet 

A number of incidents dur- stant. Even as reports from Congressman James Martin, Re- 
ing the last two weeks have Capitol Hill depict Mr. Nixon’s publican of North Carolina, who 
given rise to speculation that position as increasingly pre- has painted , a portrait of the 
beneath the aura of normality carious, there is no such sense President. Following that, the 
is a measure of desperation of . urgency apparent in the President will greet Congress- 
and a willingness to take risks White House. The view there man John Hunt of New Jersey 
that might or might not turn is that the Nixon Presidency who will present Mr. Robert 
the tide that has been running is still very much in charge of Semler of Pitman, N.J., who 
since Watergate — the trip to events. ' also has painted a portrait of 

Michigan this Wednesday, for General Alexander M. Haig the President.” 
example, to campaign for a Re- Jr., and Ronald L. Ziegler, the One. day Mr. '"Nixon, who 
publican Congressional candi- assistants who spend a great campaigned very little in his 
date said to be behind in the amount of time with Mr.. Nixon, 1972 re-election bid, delivered 
polls frequently reflect a mirror a 90-minute address for a small 

CWP Avalanche Began ima g? ° f what the President group of agriculture editors who 

Since Avalanche Began Jg thinking. were meeting in Washington 

A full year has passed since i n p ar ; s last week, they A year ago he was making no 1 
the Nixon Presidency became seemed euphorious after the such ‘appearances 
threatened by the avalanche President encountered friendly In pursuit of normality talk 
of scandals. Once again labor- crowds on the street and con- of trouble and controversy is 
ers on the White House lawn ferred with other world lead- studiously avoided A two-hour 
are sawing deadwood from the ers, and they left . the im- Cabinet meeting a few days 
giant elms and replacing sod pression that this display of ago was void of any talk of 
where crabgrass and dan- acceptance abroad could well the President’s difficulties Mr 
delions have intruded. It will turn the tide for Mr. Nixon at Nixon’s trade legislation ’ was 
soon be tulip time in the Rose home. . discussed, but no mention was 

Garden. Congress continues to be made of the chief block to its 

It was the same a year ago viewed by those in the White passage, the issue of Jewish 
when John W. Dean 3d, the House as motivated by parti- emigration from the Soviet Un- 
former White. House counsel, sah, anti-Nixon considerations., ion. A long meeting Mr Nixon 
began implicating the President After the Joint Committee on held with Congressional Repub- 
in Watergate. In the summer Internal Revenue Taxation re- lican leaders followed the same 
there were the Senate hear- leased its report last week find- pattern. ' 
ings. The first leaves fell when ing. that Mr. Nixon, owed more Mr. Nixon’s assistants' leave 
the special Watergate prosecu- than $430,000 in back taxes, the impression that he never 
tor, Archibald Cox, was dis- one of his top assistants ex- talks of the possibility of leav- 
missed during the October ploded in anger in the privacy ing office before his term is 
“Saturday night massacre.” of his office and denounced the up. - His, own actions under- 
There was snow on the lawn committee as irresponsible, score this feeling. Gerald L. 
when the public uproar over even though th? Internal Reve- Warren, deputy White House 
missing tape recordings reached nue Service had reached much press secretary, was asked the 
its peak. the same conclusion. other day to describe Mr Nix- 

In the small tight world of Attacks on the news media on’s mo\)d after he learned of 
the Nixon White House : during have been stepped up in some his income tax troubles, 
this period; tthere have been aspects. Patrick’ J. Buchanan, “Businesslike,” Mr. Warren 
all the convulsions, recrimina- special assistant to the Presi- replied. 


